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European Meeting on Antlers and Deer (EMAD) Albacete, Spain, 2013 
 

 
 

Contact (English only): Tomas.Landete@uclm.es 
 
What is the European Meeting on Antlers and Deer (EMAD; www.emad.es)? 

· It is a meeting to learn about the latest applied techniques and science to grow larger antlers, 
improve management and nutrition of deer in captivity (farms) or semi-captivity (deer parks and 
game estates). 
· It is place to bring cast antlers from your deer and compete against the best in a competition that 
will impress buyers of your stags. It is also a place to pin up photos of your best stags to show to 
people interested in deer from all over Europe. 
· It is a place to exchange experience with other deer breeders, managers, technologists, etc. 
· It is a place to make business: buy good stags for your farm, sell deer with impressive antlers to 
deer parks, game estates, sell cured venison to Spanish restaurants, sell trophies to hunters, etc. 
· It is a unique opportunity for nutrition companies, and all other types of companies, to show 
your products to buyers all over Europe. 
· For everybody, it is a unique opportunity to enjoy the Spanish culture in one of the most 
important fairs of Spain, open 24h, and take the opportunity to visit our most beautiful cities 
(Toledo, Cuenca, Alarcón-Belmonte, etc.). 

 
 
What is NOT EMAD. 

· It is not a scientific meeting, there will be only a couple of talks per day on topics very 
interesting to deer breeders (nutrition, management diagnosis based on antlers, etc.) in a very clear, 
very easy to understand English. 
· It is not a hunting fair. 
· It is not a meeting about game species other than deer (red, fallow, roe, etc.). 

 
Where and when will it take place? 
In Albacete, Spain, from 9th (arrival day + excursion) to 12th of September 2013. After it, on 13th there 
will be touristic excursions to Toledo, Cuenca and other beautiful cities. It takes place in the middle of 
September fair in Albacete (7th to 17th) which attracts half a million people in a city of 150,000 
inhabitants. Good fun 24h/day. This is the first year of organization, if it is successful, EMAD will be 
organized each year. 



 2 

 
How much does it cost and what does the registration cover? 

· It costs 450 € for early registration (see Table 1 for other dates). We don’t have any subsidies to 
organize the meeting, so that the registration has to cover: 
· Renting the conference halls for 4 days. 
· 3 meals of high quality in one of the best hotels in Albacete (lunches on the 10th, 11th, and 12th 
of September), Hotel Florida (http://www.hotelflorida.es/). 
· The visit on the 9th to Chinchilla castle and fiestas of Moorish & Christians (18-02:00h). Only 
if interested people (confirmations) rise above 30. 
· The visit on the 11th to Alcalá del Júcar (village + castle + caves of the devil). 
· The visit on the 12th to deer farm of Univ. Castilla-La Mancha and a game estate nearby. 
· The farewell concert of classical music on the 12th night. Only if interested people 
(confirmations) rise above 30. 
· The visit to Toledo on the 13th (after EMAD is finished) is NOT included (30 €/person). 
· For accompanying persons the cost is 125 € (VAT included) only if the accompanying person 
will require the meals and visits. 
· Cost for companies: contact Tomas.Landete@uclm.es to ask the price for a 2 x 3 m space in the 
hall. 
· The penalty for refund starts from 10% if done early, but rises to 100% if done in September. 
No penalty will be applied if the organization is the cause for refund. 

 
Table 1. Summary of Registration Fees according to deadline. Depending upon the official institutuion that 
ends up organizing the EMAD, the VAT may be 21% or 0% (most likely 0%). 

 1st April -1st 
July 

1st -31st July 1st August or later 

Early registration 450 €   
Late registration - 500 € 525 € 

Accompanying person 125 €  125 € 150 € 
Penalty for refund 10% 33% 50% 

(100% 1st Sept) 
 
What registration does NOT cover. 

· Hotel accommodation (we provide a list of the hotels in Albacete that answer in English by e-
mail). We recommend to book as early as possible all of them (all the hotels of the city will be full 
about 2 months before the start of the fair), and if possible, it is more comfortable to book the hotel 
of the conference (Hotel FLORIDA: http://www.hotelflorida.es/). In this during feria cost per night 
goes from 80-100 €. 
· Dinners. We also give a list of restaurants, but attendants will soon realize that the best option 
by far is to go to the premises of the fair of Albacete, full of possibilities for dinner and drinks from 
3 to 30 €/person. 
· Visits to the most beautiful city of our region on the 13th-S (Toledo). 
· Transport to the city of Albacete and anything not stated above as covered by the registration. 

 
How do I register? 
 Fill in the registration form in next page and send an electronic form (you can ask by e-mail to 
Tomas.Landete@uclm.es) or print and send a filled scanned copy, + a pdf of bank transfer to bank 
account: 
Bank name (Spanish) Bankinter 
Account holder: EMAD International Scientific Training 
Person doing the transfer: (your name here):  
IBAN:   ES83 0128 0690 9801 0005 4707 
SWIFT:   BKBKESMM 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
  Total 

Name and surname of attendant (1 line/attendant) Cost of 
registration 

Subtotal 

 450 €  
   
   
Name and surname of accompanying person 125 €  
   
   
   
Visit to Toledo (meals + entrance fee to cathedral -8 €- and 
monastery of Saint John of the Kings -2.4 €- excluded) 

30 €  

   
   
   

 
IMPORTANT: CONFIRMATION OF FREE VISITS  

(no confirmation to book coaches, NO right to go to the trips) 
TRIP  

9th September (18-02:00h): Visit to Chinchilla castle + church AND Moorish & 
Christians parade in Caudete 
(trip will be done if there are more than 30 people interested) 

Number of 
persons 

Names:   
  
  
  
11th September (16 – 21h): Visit to Alcalá del Júcar (castle + walk through the 
village + 150 m caves of the devil) 

 

Names:  
  
  
  
12th September (9 – 14 h): visit to Univ. experimental deer farm + visit to a local 
game estate 

 

Names:  
  
  
  
12th September (20h – 22 h): 1 h concert of popular classical music outdoor at 
candle lights (from Vivaldi’s four seasons to Pirates of the Caribbean). 
Only if there are more than 30 people interested 

 

Names:  
  
  
  
SUGGESTIONS for alternative trips: if you would prefer to go to Cuenca OR Belmonte + 
Alarcon castles on the 13th indicate this here______________________________. Visits could be 
arranged only if there are more than 30 people interested per trip. 
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KEY SCIENTIFIC TALKS 
 

Sessions to take place in the morning 9:30 – 13:30 h (evenings for trips or visits to the feria of 
Albacete). 

Dr. Tomás Landete-Castillejos, IREC (Spanish Nat. Game Institute 
and vice-president of FEDFA, European Deer Breeders): Antler 
composition and mechanics show mineral deficiencies and 
important minerals for high quality trophies. 
 
Dr. Radim Kotrba, Institute of Animal Science, Czech Rep., and 
president of FEDFA: The situation of deer breeding throughout 
Europe and coming challenges. 
 
Didier Roques Rogery, Trophees Cerfs.com, France: How to manage 
deer to get a 292 CIC trophy. 
 
Dr. Jaroslav Pokoradi, Xcell Breeding Services, Slovakia: 
Reproductive manipulation for deer breeding and applicability of 
biotechnology to improve trophies. 
 
Bartłomiej Dmuchowski, Rudzie farm, Poland: Basics of setting up 
deer farms - technical and substantial aspects. 
 
Prof. Luis Leon & Dr. Monica Gonzalez, Fac. Veterinary Medicine, 
Univ. Murcia (Spain): Disease management and prevention aspects 
of deer breeding in farms and game estates. 
 
Nutrition for antler growth and disease prevention talk. Still to be 
arranged the name of the speaker. 
 
Dr. Andres Garcia, IREC & Venadogen.com. What to do and what 
not to do: lessons from the 20 years experience in the Univ. of 
Castilla-La Mancha experimental deer farm. 
 
Dr. Santiago Gomez. The technology of the future for antler 
assessment: histology tells us when to supplement, and what is the 
quality of the diet. 

 
Round table of the speakers (time to be discussed) for exchange of experience and further questions 
regarding deer management. 
 
 
Where to get a hotel in Albacete? 
The advice of the organization is that you do through booking web pages: http://www.booking.com, 
http://www.tripadvisor.com/, or similar, even if you book in hotel Florida. The cheapest is Pension Los 
Mora (flat with 3/4 bedrooms for 50 €/d in total, but only direct booking in Spanish can be made: +34-
967 24 33 82). Remember that IF YOU WAIT UNTIL AUGUST/SEPTEMBER YOU MAY NOT 
GET ACCOMMODATION AND THE ORGANIZATION WILL NOT BEAR ANY 
RESPONSIBILITY. 
 
How do I get to Albacete, and how much could it cost? 
There are 4 airports within 250 km of Albacete: Madrid, Alicante, Valencia and Murcia. There are 
many cheap flights and it is not rare to get flights from countries in central Europe about 100-150 € a 
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return ticket. Once you get this you can rent a car (suggested if you are going to do some tourism after 
EMAD), or come by train. In this case check timetables in www.renfe.com  
 

Information about events and excursions 
9th Sept. Arrival day. Visit to the medieval village of Chinchilla (Church + castle with impressive sight 
of the plains around). Visit to typical fiestas of Spain: Moorish and Christians. It is a historical parade 
of both christian and muslim armies that fought for 700 years in Spain for domination of the country. It 
lasts about 2h, and the best reason to see them is the beautiness of the costumes, the music (medieval 
military marches), and the groups of dancers (Spanish music and muslim dancing groups). 

  
 
Visit on the 11th (16 – 21h): Alcala del Jucar. The most touristic village in Albacete. We will walk 
along the Roman bridge, up to the narrows streets (which has two of the narrowest streets, just 75cm 
wide), and visit to the castle. Walking down we will enter the 150m cave of the devil, which crosses the 
mountain and has a terrace on the border of a cliff, where we will have a drink. Free time and come 
back to the feria of Albacete to enjoy the night. 

  
Visit to 12th: experimental deer farm and a deer game estate (2000 has in size). At night, outdoor 
concert on candle lights (photo of scenario above: from Vivaldi’s Spring to Pirates of the Caribean). 
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Visit on the 13th of September. Toledo (8:30 – 22:00h: cost 30€ excluding meal and tickets to 
cathedral/monastery). Stop in the windmills of Don Quixote. Arrival at Toledo and trip in coach 
through the valley around the city with a stop to take panoramic pictures. Visit to the medieval Hospital 
of the Saint Cross (free; bottom right in the photograph); lunch; visit to the cathedral (8 €) walk through 
the narrows streets up to Monastery St. John of the Kings (2.4 €). 
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IMPORTANT NEWS FOR RUSSIAN DELEGATION 
 

My latest papers published in Oxota (http://www.journalhunt.ru) have shown Russian 
businessmen that Russia will suffer an economic bubble based on investment in deer game estates and 
farms, because fencing 1% Russia would produce 17,000 game estates of Spanish-like size (1000 ha) or 
57,000 of Latvia/Central Europe size. This is a business of 6,000 million €/year. Russia was not aware 
until now because not even most scientist can read English, so they have missed the last 35 years of red 
deer management in fenced game estates and farms. Many businessmen want to be the first, as those at 
the beginning of an economic bubble will make most profits. As I think they will repeat the history of 
many countries (a rush to create farms, importing from Woburn, etc.) I have written a paper in two 
parts called “A history of future private deer management in Russia I and II”. In the first, I explain the 
history past, and I explain why I know the history will repeat (therefore the title). In the second, I 
explain exactly what those that will succeed will do (innovation, internationalization, learn about the 
latest, etc.) and what those that will be ruined after the bubble explodes will also do.  

Those that want to be the first will need the expertise that will gather in EMAD, and also their 
deer. To help them take advantage of this, now EMAD will also be simultaneously translated from 
English to Russian (not other languages). Documents will also have a summary in Russian. 

This has produced a rush to come to EMAD. I came from Rostov on Don fair (18-21 April) on 
22 night). Last room of the hotel of the conference (60 rooms) was taken on the 27th April 0:45h. (you 
can check by yourself in www.rumbo.es that the hotel of the conference is already full for 9-13th 
September. Register as soon as possible, but most important: book a hotel right now if you want to 
come. 

This is before I upload a new version of Russian leaflet (check in the Oxota web page the leaflet 
in the link of Oxota above). In that version of the leaflet I am indicating that ALL best deer breeders 
will be in EMAD, so if no Russian may have top trophy deer or decent professional experts in high 
quality deer if they don’t come to Albacete. The consequences is that this rush that filled hotel Florida 
will speed up, so… IMPORTANT: Make your decision whether you come or not to EMAD and if you 
are coming, book right NOW (and register as soon as possible).  
 

A MESSAGE OF THE ORGANIZER ON IDBA 
 

I, Dr. Tomas Landete-Castillejos, defended in my electoral programme to become FEDFA 
vicepresident, to boost cooperation between Europeans, and join forces among all deer breeders, no 
matter if they breed them in natural large game estates, or in deer farms. With this in mind, I wrote in 
my last Oxota paper that in EMAD I will propose to attendants to create the International Deer Breeder 
Association (IDBA). Your vote (if you attend) will be requested on these matters: 
-The creation of IDBA. 
-The aim: promote breeding of national subspecies in game estates or farms. In the first case, in order 
to use the profitability of hunting top trophies to pay for conservation of nature without cost to the 
estate. 
-That IDBA is based in Albacete and has an annual meeting during EMAD. 
-That president is elected in EMAD after defending his project, and that he then will elect vicepresident 
and members of presidium to create IDBA legally. 
-The election of national representatives. 

I intend to present my candidacy with the project to boost cooperation with Russians as a form 
of exploiting the investment that this large economic bubble may bring to deer expertise in all EU 
countries. In order to help the Russians I intend to choose as vicepresident whoever Russians choose as 
national representative. I asked FEDFA representatives of Polish, French, Latvian and other delegations 
who agree in my view of deer management, to be part of the presidium too. I ask you your vote if you 
agree that having a Russian vicepresident able to influence politics and legislation in his country may 
be important for all of us to take advantage of this new era of deer growth in Russia. 

If you agree, I ask your vote. Otherwise, please think about coming to EMAD with a different 
project. 
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I hope to see you all in Albacete. 
 
I indicated to the Russian attendants that Albacete has an airport available for private jets or charter 
flights. The person that can manage this (not from EMAD is: Juan A. Ballester 
cbucker2007@gmail.com). He has already had the first request of information from Russia, so 
authorities are most happy to help you if you plan to rent a charter flight. 


